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Front cover: Spring, by Per Karlsson. Per is a wine and travel photographer and writer. His
photos appear regularly in a variety of publications around the world (National Geographic,
Geo, WSJ, Forbes, Fodor’'s, Frommer’s, Decanter, World Atlas of Wine, etc) and he
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Back cover: Very old wines in the vintage bottle cellar of Chateau Margaux — dating back to
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Pick '’em
young...

Could you imagine this happening
in the UK — not simply four-year-
olds running free with scissors in a
vineyard, but also the supervising
teachers allowing their charges to
be photographed for publication

in a newspaper? But Gascogny is
different. Liz Sagues reports and
clicks.

0, says one five-year-old rebelliously,

I don't like eating grapes. So much
for Francis Déche’s effort to persuade a
new generation of the appeal of French
agriculture’s most revered crop. Moments
later, though, the little boy is back among
his classmates, his blunt-nosed scissors
energetically cutting bunches destined to
become Domaine de Millet vin de pays des
Cotes de Gascogne 2008.

For all the little Pierres and Michels,
Chantals and Simones of the nursery school
at Eauze, a workmanlike provincial town in
the Gascon heartland of the fruity white much
loved by UK wine drinkers, a trip into the
vineyard is part of understanding their cultural
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Young harvesters

heritage. Picking grapes makes the experience more fun,
even on a drizzly October morning. It's just for a short while
— don’'timagine for a moment that the Déche family is taking
advantage of under-age, unpaid labour.

Even the teachers are learning, and participating just as
enthusiastically as their young charges.

Soon, as the clouds roll away and the sun dries the
grapes to rescue 2008 as a good, if small, vintage, it's off
to picnic, meet the ducks, go on a nature walk, take a quick
peek into the cellar to see what happens to their harvest,
play on the swings and pick flowers for their parents from
Lydie Deche’s garden.

What's great is that, with luck, they’ll remember the wine
aspects as a natural part of life in the part of south west
France in which they live. | hope Somerset children have a
similar experience in the cider apple orchards...

Staying in the Millet gite, just yards from the tanks in
which the grapes are fermenting, was made even better
by coinciding with the nursery school visit. You've missed
that, but you can join in — at a distance — by drinking the
results, as the wine (and the family’s Armagnac, for this is
the homeland of the Gascons’ spirit, too) is on sale here.

The 2008 is ready for shipping, but if it hasn’t arrived
when you’re looking for the first of the summer whites the
2007 is still fresh and fragrant. Domaine de Millet's main UK
importer, Yapp Brothers, is enthusiastic about the family and
all it produces (there are two reds and a pink as well). Talk to
the staff and there are immediate tales of warm hospitality,
wonderful meals, a healthy approach to winemaking and
a sensible understanding of the pressures of the modern
drinks market (Francis was astute in diversifying beyond
Armagnac in the bad spirit days of the late 1980s).

Circle Update March 2009

Francis Déche approves of his young harvesters’ crop.

That Millet is on the Yapp list says a lot for the wines.
Those that the Eauze nursery school pupils saw in the
making are delightful for everyday drinking, wines which are
just as much part of France’s vinous culture as the poshest
bottles from Burgundy or Bordeaux.

This article is a reduced version of one published in the
Ham&High on March 19. Thanks to the Ham&High Series
for permission to publish it here, and also to the teachers
and pupils at Eauze nursery school and the Déche family
for their grape-picking enthusiasm.
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